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JODY SOKOL
Home Makeover Expert

BY BENNETT MARCUS

L
ast winter, we received a call from 
a couple in desperate need of help 
for several rooms in their house. 
After years of l iving with some 
old family hand-me-downs  and 
inexpensive furniture they bought 

when they were first married and of letting 
life take precedence over updating their 
home, it was not reflective of two working 
professionals. Now it was time to transform 
their home to fit their lifestyle.  
First, they wanted us to design a small 
screened in patio that would work for 
entertaining. Next, they wanted us to 
accessorize several rooms in their house. 
Last and most importantly, they wanted to 
redo their living room.  
More than any other room of their house, 
their living room was in desperate need of 
a makeover. It clearly did not reflect where 
they are in their life now. They wanted to 

create a warm and cozy place to entertain 
family and friends and the furniture that they 
had for the last fifteen years just wasn’t 
going to do it. When they contacted us, 
they knew it was time to up their game and 
create a living space that fit their style. They 
wanted a space where they would be proud 
to host their weekly book club meetings. 
As two working professionals, they lacked 
the time, knowledge, and resources to do 
this, and their request was simple: “Just 
get it done.” 
After meeting to discuss design concepts, 
color direction, and how they wanted the 
room to work, the marathon began. The plan 
was to do a light and airy coastal concept 
of creams, turquoise, blues and greens. 
We started with a cream sofa in a Crypton 
fabric, and added beautiful flowy drapes 
in a cream and turquoise leaf patterned 
linen fabric trimmed with a lovely aqua tape. 

Woven shades were added to the large front 
window for privacy. A small custom cocktail 
table was designed to fit the space, two 
comfortable chairs were brought in, and 
adorable plaid ottomans were added for 
additional seating. We finished off this room 
by adding a gorgeous piece of artwork that 
makes the whole room sing. Funky sconces 
make this room a stand out while the rug 
grounds the space, and the pale green 
grasscloth wallpaper adds just the right 
amount of texture while making everything 
else pop.

 

Designer: Jody Sokol 
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A New Space for a New Chapter

By Jody Sokol

O
ur client always loved driving past the 1941 colonial revival in 
historic Stony Brook Village, so it was a dream come true when 
she and her husband fi nally had the opportunity to buy it. Of 
course, after moving in, they knew that a lot of work needed to 

be done. A hideous green carpet covered the bedroom and offi ce fl oors, 
while contrasting fl oral and burgundy striped drapes hung in the windows. 
After a year of living in the new home, they decided it was time for a fresh 
start.

The bedroom went from drab to fab. Gray grasscloth wallpaper went 
up over stark white walls. The custom-made bedding was pet-friendly 
and passed all the cats’ tests. Swivel chairs with textural fabric and soft 
colors and a faux crocodile leather ottoman provide the perfect spot to 
enjoy morning coffee. The beautiful rope texture on the mirror adds a nice 
touch, while the black dresser with leather handles grounds the room. 
Rattan shades give the windows new life with their warm texture, and the 
embroidered linen drapes are now the focal point.
 
Once the bedroom was complete, we needed to tackle the adjoining 
offi ce. Because the rooms connect, the elements in the rooms needed to 
work together. A soft gray carpet fl ows throughout the space. Our clients 
were looking for a way to share the offi ce; he needed room to spread 

out his paperwork while she needed space for working on her laptop, so 
his and hers desks with complimenting styles were added. We designed 
a custom desk to accommodate his needs and brought in a shagreen 
leather desk for her. Everyone loved the design on the roman shades so 
much that it became the focal point in the offi ce. A lucite cart with rattan 
baskets and  some fun starburst accessories brighten up the room.

While we were in the midst of this project, our client quit her job to convert 
her new home into New York’s fi rst Bed & Bike Inn, a bed and breakfast 
geared toward cyclists. The Stony Brookside is in the perfect location, 
across the street from the gorgeous Mill Pond Park, backing up to the 
historic Grist Mill, and just down the road from the Village Center.
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